PC Configuration Lab Directions
Directions: 


Your job is to configure three (3) working PC systems within these specific budget constraints for retail sales.  One shall be $600 or less, $1100 or less, and the last no limit, build your ultimate dream machine. The last computer will allow you to design a no cost consideration computer that is your idea of the ultimate PC.  The price must include an OS of your choice, monitor, keyboard, and mouse at a minimum.  Any other hardware or software is up to you as long as it is within the cost constraints and no sale prices or ebay prices are allowed.  You are to research information on all components needed to build a working computer within the budget allowed.  The exact type and layout offered is up to you.  You need to pay particular attention to:
· Motherboard expandability for future processors (higher speeds)
· CPU choice
· Ram expansion

· Hard drive speed and size

· Chip set architecture

· Versatile footprint of computer cases (bay expandability)

  You must produce an excel specification sheet for each computer for use as a bid sheet.  These specifications must include:
· Address/web site for each part selected

· Item/order number for all parts including quantity needed

· Parts specifications in detail (MB, bus speed, PCI slots & AGP slots and speed, drives speed & capacity, power supply wattage, # of bays, size & color, CPU type, cache, clock speed).  NOTE: I will look them up!
· Supply price for all individual components and total price (Hint: Use Excel math functions)
· All totals must be at or under the limits set for each computer by ±10%.  The more value for the dollar provided the higher your score.
· Provide a separate sheet for each computer specification sheet but all should be in the 
same workbook.
  Minimum specifications are as follows:

· Case

· CPU Quad-Core or higher
· RAM minimum 8 Gig
· 750 GB hard drive minimum
· 500 watt power supply minimum
· CD/DVD/Blue Ray Read/Write drive
· Operating system and any other included software with the computer setup
Grading: 
You will be graded per the supplied Rubrics.  This project is worth 500 points towards your term 4 grade.  You must submit the three (3) spec sheets as well as present to the class a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the pertinent selling points of your computer designs.  Include a 3 page report describing the benefits for each computer layout(1 page for each).  You must promote yours as being the best for the money in each category, show examples of the computers and/or components offered.  Failure to use time effectively will lower your grade.
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